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SAMHSA's mission is to reduce the impact of substance abuse and mental illness on America's communities. 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Phil Rutherford is the director of operations of Faces and Voices of Recovery. Mr. 
Rutherford is a Certified Peer Recovery Specialist, a passionate member of the recovery 
community, and possesses a self-described “doctorate from the school of hard knocks.” 
He has a BA in psychology with a specialization in substance use disorders. His recent 
experience as director of operations at Recovery Is Happening in Rochester, Minnesota, 
offered him a front-row seat in  the world of recovery community organizations. Prior to 
this, Mr. Rutherford spent most of his career in corporate sales, marketing, and 
management at Microsoft, Micron Electronics, and at companies within the Taylor 
Corporation. He is an active member of the Minnesota recovery community and has 
considerable experience in the areas of substance use disorders, recovery, and reentry. 
 


